One criterion for determining the choice of design
features and hardware for the severely disabled
user is the extent to which the item permits user
independence.  By determining the cost of each item
at the programming stage, budget-induced trade off
decisions can respond to user needs as well as
economic considerations.

There is an important connection between psycholog-
ical health and the ability to operate in the envi-
ronment with minimal aid.  The more familiarity the
designer has with the severely disabled person's
views and capabilities, the more likely it is that
the resulting design decisions will produce an
efficient and therapeutic environment that requires
limited intervention by able-bodied staff.
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